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Kittitas Valley Wind Farm
A wind power farm 12 miles north-
west of  Ellensburg began operating 
on Dec. 15.  The Kittitas Valley Wind 
Power Project was developed by the 
international fi rm Horizon Wind En-
ergy.  The type of  energy, which has 
few negative environmental effects, 
will provide a green source of  power 
for Ellensburg and surrounding areas.
Air Pollution
On New Year’s Day, the Washing-
ton Department of  Ecology issued a 
stage one burn ban due to cold, stag-
nant air in Kittitas Valley, trapping 
smoke pollution near the ground. Air 
quality on Jan. 4 reached “very un-
healthy” levels, raising the ban to stage 
two, restricting wood burning to those 
who only have wood burning as their 
only source of  heat. The air quality 
was so poor at one point during the 
ban that Ellensburg was monitored to 
have the second worst air quality in the 
state. The ban expired Jan. 7 after air 
quality improved.
What you missed over 
the holiday break...
People on the Street
What is your New Year’s Resolution?
Barto Hall
Demolition is almost ready to be-
gin at Barto Hall, a central campus 
dorm built in 1962.  The 52,000 sq. 
ft. building is being demolished for 
room to build a new 116,000 sq. ft. 
dorm with 368 beds. Once started, de-
molition will begin weekdays at 8 a.m. 
Residents living near Barto should be 
prepared for the jackhammer wakeup.
Spice
For some students, marijuana’s clas-
sifi cation as an illicit substance is such 
a bummer.  Some students get around 
this by smoking Spice, a substance that 
is marketed as an incense but can be 
smoked to produce many of  the same 
effects as marijuana.  The product is 
now being pulled from stores over 
concerns that it can be just as, or more 
powerful than actual cannabis. With a 
THC-like ingredient, Spice can be up 
to four or fi ve times more potent than 
ordinary marijuana.
BY KELSEY HOPKINS
Staff Reporter
Welcome back, Wildcats!  Assuming you all had enjoyable winter holidays, it’s 
time to get back to the snow and back to the swing of  things.  Here’s the news 
you missed while you were home over break:
“To exercise during the 
week for at least two 
hours... so far so good.”
Davy Dworzak
Junior
Biology
“This year I’m really go-
ing to try to get famous... 
I want to be the next 
teen heart-throb.”
Peet Montzingo
Junior
Film
“To start looking at the 
bright side of things... I 
actually just updated that 
on my Facebook.”
Brandie Vea
Senior
Elementary Ed
“To sleep more, I need to 
do that. I’m seriously de-
prived.”
Ludimila Udodik 
Junior
Piano Performance
scholarship 101
save your nickels & dimes
surc theatre
noon & 3 p.m.
january 19
we're here to guide you 
to the right scholarships 
CWU is an AA/EEO/Title IX Institution. Persons of disability 
may make reasonable accommodation by calling 
509.963.3005 or (for hearing impaired) TDD 509.963.2143
SPONSORED BY UHNSP & SCHOLARSHIP OFFICE
QUESTIONS? 963-3005
scholar@cwu.edu
or VIEW PRESENTATIONS ONLINE 
www.cwu.edu/~ its/streaming
Wedding & Event
Sunday, Jan. 23
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
CWU Student Union Bal lroom
For information or to make arrangements for 
disability accommodations, please call Student 
Union Event Services at 509.963.1641 or (for 
hearing impaired) TDD 509.963.2143.
AA/EEO/Title IX Institution.
Student Union & the Dai ly Record Present:
SAMPLES, LIVE MUSIC, PRIZES!
$3 per person, $5 per couple, 12 & under free
Vendors include: Entertainment Plus, David Dick Photography, Mary Kay Cosmetics, 
Scentsy: Wickless Candle, Swauk Teanaway Grange, Mundy’s Formal Wear, Best 
Western Lincoln Inn, Sheree @ Hair Cafe Studio, Wedding Events and Parties, Sugar 
Beach Tan, f/8.3 Photography, Creative Concepts Marketing, The Pampered Chef 
& Crazy Daisy, Rustic Root Catering, Cowgirl Divaz, Stewart Lodge, Student Union 
Operations, CWU Catering and more!
NEWS
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BY PETER OʼCAIN
Staff Reporter
When Albertsons closes its doors this 
February, Ellensburg will lose more than 
just a grocery store, it will lose a staff  of  
grocers who care about their customers 
and each other.
“We’re the one store in town where 
our customers know us by name and we 
know them by name,” said grocery man-
ager and CWU graduate Mike Nethery. 
“I think you’d be hard-pressed to fi nd that 
anywhere else in town.”
That same sentiment 
is felt by many Albert-
sons employees.
“I’m going to miss 
my customers a lot be-
cause I’ve got a lot of  
regular customers who 
will only go through my 
line,” said senior biology 
major Theena Jackson.
The Albertsons em-
ployees are also par-
ticularly close with each 
other.  They can often 
be found smiling, joking and conversing 
all at once. 
“I’m going to miss my people. Not just 
my customers, but my co-workers,” Neth-
ery said. 
Jackson got her job at Albertsons 
nearly two years ago when she fi rst began 
studying at CWU and has made the ma-
jority of  her friends at work, making the 
closure all the more painful.
“It sucks.  I love it here.  I feel like I’m 
losing my family,” Jackson said. “It’s re-
ally heartbreaking that we’re losing our 
friends, more than our store.”
It’s not just the thought of  missing 
their customers that makes the closing so 
hard on the employees, it’s also the way 
Albertsons treats its employees.
Paul Bell, Central graduate, has 
worked at Albertsons for six and a half  
years. He suffers from tremors and speech 
issues but has received considerable help 
from the benefi ts offered by Albertsons.
“Working at Albertsons has allowed me 
the opportunity to get the help I need,” 
Bell said.
There have been times when Bell has 
needed to leave work early because he 
was having speech issues. There have also 
been times when he’s needed to take six 
months off  because of  his health.  Despite 
his condition, Albertsons has always kept 
him on.
“They’ve been really good about help-
ing me,” Bell said.  “This has been a really 
helpful community.”
Now these employees who have treat-
ed their customers with 
courtesy and respect 
and have received the 
same treatment from 
Albertsons, are staring 
down the barrel of  un-
employment.
Bell isn’t sure what’s 
next for him after Alb-
ertsons closes.  He said 
he’s going to try to stay 
with the company but 
doesn’t know how likely 
it is that he’ll be able to 
do so.
“They’ve got a hiring freeze pretty 
much company wide,” Bell said.  “But 
they’re trying to help relocate those who 
are displaced.”
Nethery and his wife Crystal, who also 
works at Albertsons, hope to remain em-
ployed after the Ellensburg branch closes. 
“We’re in the same boat,” Nethery 
said.  “We’ve got to get employed some-
how.”
Jackson is required to take evening labs 
for her major and needs to fi nd a job that 
can accommodate her schedule.  
“I pay all of  my rent and bills through 
money that I make here,” Jackson said. 
“Things, such as food and books, I pay for 
with money that I make here.”  
While the future of  the Albertsons em-
ployees may be uncertain, there is also a 
bit of  concern among their loyal custom-
ers.
“We’ve become a part of  people’s 
lives,” Bell said.
Local Albertsons bids farewell
Employees say goodbye to their loyal customers and each other  
Sub shop opens new location closer to campus
New Subway store on University Way aims to serve students, locals and fairground visitors
BY KELLY REQUA
Asst. News Editor 
A new Subway restaurant has opened 
on University Way, giving students and lo-
cals a sandwich shop option that is closer 
to campus and not crowded with freeway 
traffi c. 
The new shop is owned by the same 
owner of  the Subway located on Canyon 
Road, which is commonly packed with 
drivers from Interstate 90.
The subway on Canyon Road “gets all 
the travelers. We’ll draw a different crowd, 
we’ll get the locals and all the campus stu-
dents,” said Latanya Scott, manger of  the 
new restaurant.
The new restaurant is located near the 
intersection of  University Way and Al-
der Street, making it an easy walk from 
campus, the fairgrounds, and accessible to 
traffi c from Vantage Highway. Before the 
new shop opened, students and locals had 
to drive, walk or take the transit bus to get 
Subway from the two locations near the 
freeway exits.
“Most students tell me ‘great location.’ 
They’re so excited to have something 
that’s not on the southern side of  town,” 
Scott said.
David Washburn, senior information 
technology and administrative manage-
ment major, said he’s happy the new sub 
shop is open because it’s closer to campus 
and offers healthier choices.
“When I was a freshman it was a pain 
in the ass to go all the way through town 
to get Subway,” Washburn said. “And it’s 
better than the food in the SURC.”
Raeanne Warford, freshman aviation 
management major and Subway em-
ployee, explained that the big draw is that 
students don’t have to drive or take the 
transit to get there, which is excellent for 
freshmen without transportation.
“We get a lot of  students from the 
dorms during the weekend, the fi rst day 
we were packed for six hours straight,” 
Warford said.
She explained that while the Subway 
on Canyon Road can serve the travelers, 
the new restaurant is set to serve students 
and get involved with catering campus 
meetings or groups, and possibly spon-
soring sporting events.
The new restaurant employs Central 
students, locals and high school students, 
bringing a few new jobs to the area while 
most other businesses are scaling back, 
Scott said. Warford said she is optimistic 
that the location and low prices will allow 
the restaurant to do well. 
Beginning in February, the shop will be 
offering a special of  any foot long sub for 
$5. 
OVER 40 YEARS OF SERVICE  The closure will leave employees jobless and 
break up the close bonds between the staff and community. Albertsons will close their 
doors for the last time on January 31. 
JOEY LEBEAU
EAT FRESH  Bryant Camenzind, senior law and justice major, serves up a sub to 
Andrea Hansen, senior vocal performance major.
KELLY REQUA
Subway hours:
Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Saturday - 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday - 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
I’m going to miss 
my customers a lot 
because I’ve got a lot 
of regular custom-
ers who will only go 
through my line.
THEENA JACKSON
Albertsons Employee
“ “
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BY HAYDEN RAPP
Staff Reporter
Starting Feb. 1, Marilyn Levine will join the Central 
Washington University faculty as Provost/Vice President 
for Academic and Student Affairs. Levine is currently the 
Dean of  the College of  Arts and Sciences at Eastern Or-
egon University in La Grande, Ore. 
President James Gaudino announced the decision to 
hire Levine last week in a campus community email.
“I am pleased to announce 
that Dr. Marilyn Levine has ac-
cepted the position,” Gaudino 
said.  
Levine received her under-
graduate degree at San Diego 
State University in 1975 and 
received her master’s degree in 
history at the University of  Ha-
waii in 1978.  She completed 
her Ph.D. in history at the Uni-
versity of  Chicago in 1985 and 
continued postdoctoral research 
at Qinghua University in Bei-
jing, China.  In 1987, Levine be-
gan as an instructor at San Diego State University in the 
Center for Asian Studies and then moved to an assistant 
professor position at the Lafayette College in 1988.  
In 1989, Levine started her 16-year career at Lewis-
Clark State College in Lewiston, Idaho. She began as an 
assistant professor in the Division of  Social Sciences and 
by 1992 she had been promoted to Associate Professor. 
In 1996, she was promoted again to professor and from 
2001 to 2005 she held the position of  Chair of  the Divi-
sion of  Social Sciences.  One year later, Levine accepted 
the position of  Dean of  the College of  Arts and Sciences 
at Eastern Oregon University.  In her time at Eastern 
Oregon University, Levine has helped develop programs 
such as Global Culture, Modern 
Languages and Environmental 
Sciences. 
Paul Stayback, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs in the AS-
CWU-BOD works directly with 
the Provost.   Stayback was also 
on the hiring committee respon-
sible for fi nding a new Provost.
“I had the opportunity to get 
to know Dr. Levine during the 
hiring process,” Stayback said. 
“She was praised highly by the 
BOD at Eastern Oregon and is 
purported to be an individual 
who has the needs and interests of  her students.  I look 
forward to working with her.”
Levine is replacing Dr. Wayne Quirk, who has held 
the position of  Provost of  Central Washington University 
since 2008.  According to Gaudino, Quirk will continue 
to work at Central in the area of  economic development, 
research and graduate studies.  He will also be responsi-
ble for the CWU Research Foundation, the goal of  which 
is to foster economic development in the region.
“Dr. Quirk has been a pleasure to work with,” Stay-
back said.  “He is a strong student advocate, fair minded 
and a straight shooter.  He’ll be greatly missed, but what-
ever role he plays I’m sure he will be quite successful and 
his students will benefi t.”
Throughout her career, Levine has worked on over 
four dozen articles, including two books.  She has helped 
in creating websites for community service, teaching and 
research and has delivered over 140 public speeches and 
workshops.  She has received numerous grants for her 
research along with multiple awards for teaching excel-
lence.  Levine’s international reputation in the academic 
community has resulted in invitations for her to make 
presentations in France, Italy, Australia, Germany, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. Gaudino is confi dent that Levine’s ac-
complishments meet the needs of  Central students.
“Marilyn has successfully integrated online teaching 
and provided leadership in creating a new general educa-
tion program… Her understanding and vision for the di-
vision of  academic and student life aligns with my goals,” 
Gaudino said. “Please join me in welcoming Marilyn to 
CWU.”
New Provost for Central
University taps Oregon for new administrator
“Border Angels” speak
Group educates on human immigration laws
She was praised highly by 
the BOD at Eastern Oregon 
and is purported to be an indi-
vidual who has the needs and 
interests of her students.
PAUL STAYBACK
ASCWU-BOD VP  for Academic Affairs 
“ “
BY NICHOLE WILLIAMSON
Staff Reporter
With temperatures ranging from 127 
degrees in the summer and dropping 
well below freezing in the winter, the 
crossing for illegal immigrants on the 
United States — Mexico border can be 
fatal.
Enrique Morones, president of  Bor-
der Angels and human rights activist, 
says that two immigrants die every day 
trying to cross the border.
 “It’s immoral,” 
Morones said. 
“The same thing is 
happening today, 
we have to stand 
up and say it’s im-
moral.”
The Border An-
gels is a non-profi t, 
non-partisan group 
that provides food, 
water and cloth-
ing to immigrants 
at drop-boxes in 
the Imperial Valley 
and mountainous 
regions around San 
Diego. 
They also place a heavy emphasis on 
public education and immigration re-
form.
“99.9 percent of  the audience will 
be from immigrant families,” Morones 
said. “Whether it’s from 100 years ago 
or last month. There was no legal versus 
illegal historically.”
Morones came to Central on Tues-
day as part of  the Presidential Speaker 
Series, where he addressed the organiza-
tion, the reality of  border crossing and 
current immigration regulations in the 
U.S.
According to Morones, while illegal 
immigration has decreased 25 percent in 
the last three years, the number of  deaths 
has continued to increase due to Opera-
tion Gatekeeper, which the Border Angels 
refer to as “the wall of  death.”
 “This is a country of  immigrants, 
instead of  building a wall and acting an-
tagonistic, we need to build a community 
of  understanding,” said Stella Moreno, 
co-director of  the Center for Latino and 
Latin American Studies.
While Operation Gatekeeper is trying 
to prevent illegal crossings, people are still 
attempting to cross.  
 “The only thing 
[Operation Gate-
keeper] has done suc-
cessfully is kill 10,000 
people,” Morones 
said.
Morones hopes 
that by personaliz-
ing the immigrants, 
people will push for 
human immigration 
laws. 
The last time the 
country fought about 
race, “we had blue 
states and gray states 
and the color was black. Today we have 
red states and blue states and the color is 
brown,” Morones said.
Not everyone in the audience agreed 
with Morones’ critical views of  the Min-
utemen and immigration policies.
“He doesn’t have the right to lie to 
these students,” said Rance DeWitt, café 
owner in Ellensburg. “This is entirely 100 
percent political… a clever performance 
but a sales pitch.”
Morones hopes to continue promoting 
immigration issues and is hoping to begin 
a Border Angel chapter at Central. He 
will return to the area before summer to 
help set it up.
JOEY LEBEAU
This is a country 
of immigrants, instead 
of building a wall and 
acting antagonistic, we 
need to build a commu-
nity of understanding.
STELLA MORENO
Co-director of the Center for 
Latino and Latin American 
Studies
“ “
A dire situation
Central’s financial future uncertain
While enjoying the three day weekend, donʼt forget the man who is 
nationally commemorated on Monday: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Events today to honor and commemorate Dr. Kingʼs work include:
6 p.m. – Walking With King
Candle light memorial march in honor of  Dr. King, SURC pit.
7 p.m. – We are the Dream
Keynote speaker Dr. Breyan Haizlip, SURC theatre.
Continuing throughout the week:
An photo exhibit of  Dr. King will be displayed from Jan. 12-17 in the SURC.
BY PETER OʼCAIN
Staff Reporter 
President James Gaudino is bringing 
change to Central, fi nancially and cultur-
ally- the focus of  the presentation Gaud-
ino gave on Tuesday, entitled “Designing 
a New Vision for Baccalaureate Educa-
tion.”
“[The state’s fi scal problem] is prob-
ably the most visible and most frightening 
driver of  change,” Gaudino said.  “Our 
response…Is to create a new budget mod-
el, which is entrepreneurial at its basic 
core.”  
To drive home the direness of  the 
state’s fi scal problems, Gaudino added 
that due to cuts in Governor Chris Gre-
goire’s budget, tuition will increase by 9 
percent in each of  the next two years.
Gaudino’s next step is to “create an 
environment of  inclusiveness.”  Gaudino 
said that roughly 93 percent of  students 
are undergraduate state residents, how-
ever, he would like to see a more diverse 
crop of  students to help diversify Cen-
tral.
Gaudino also wants the university to 
become better organized in preparing 
students for success.  His approach is 
a change in faculty mindset; that every 
staff  member should remember each 
student is an individual apart from the 
whole. 
“Ensuring success is all of  our jobs,” 
Gaudino said.
The last step in Gaudino’s plan is 
to change the expectation level held at 
Central and within the community.
“The basic assumption for all the self-
governing is that an expectation of  this 
place, of  this university, our centers and 
this campus,” Gaudino said, “has to be 
based on excellence.” 
UNIVERSITY ADDRESS President James Gaudino conveys the importance of 
campus collectiveness. 
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The Observer welcomes brief letters (300 words or less) from readers on current issues. Please 
include your full name and university affi liation: year and major, degree and year graduated, 
or staff position and department. To be printed in the following weekʼs issue, please e-mail your 
letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5 p.m. Monday. The Observer reserves the right to 
edit for style and length. Anonymous letters will not be considered.
Dear Readers,
BY ANTHONY JAMES
Editor-in-Chief
About The Observer
Weekend sports information: Monday 5 p.m.
Letters to the editor: Sunday 5 p.m.
Entertainment, meetings, calendar events, 
display ads, classified ads: Friday 5 p.m.
Deadlines
General/Editor-in-Chief: cwuobserver@
gmail.com
News: cwuobservernews@gmail.com
Scene: cwuobserverscene@gmail.com
Sports: cwuobserversports@gmail.com
Opinion: cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com
Sections
CWU, 400 E. University Way
Boullion Hall 222
Ellensburg, WA 98926
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri.  
509-963-1073
cwuobserver@gmail.com
Contact Us
VISUAL STIMULATION
Think tu-
ition is too high 
and class sizes 
are too large 
now? Just wait 
until next year.
The bud-
get news out 
of  Olympia is 
dire. Central 
Wa s h i n g t o n 
University will 
certainly take 
another cut out 
of  the already decimated state budget for 
at least the fourth time in three years.
How bad is the state 
budget? Last month, 
the lame-duck legisla-
ture met to slash anoth-
er $700 million from 
the budget. And that’s 
just to get through an-
other six months. Leg-
islators began meeting 
Monday to decide the 
next biennium’s bud-
get. All signs point to 
more cuts.
Tuition will go up. 
Class sizes will get 
larger and harder to enroll in, as more 
students are educated using the same 
amount of  resources as Central had close 
to a decade ago.
At this point, I’ve lost any hope in the 
legislature to wake up and realize how 
essential higher education is to a produc-
tive workforce and a strong economy.
Continued tuition increases only 
squeeze everybody’s budget and make 
higher education accessible to the rich-
est and poorest of  families – those that 
have the means to pay college costs out 
of  pocket or receive enough in fi nancial 
aid to attend.
After two years of  tuition increases 
totaling 30 percent, I’ve really had to 
reevaluate the benefi ts of  higher educa-
tion. Knowing I’m close to graduation, 
I’ve decided to stick it out, but friends 
of  mine with more than a year left until 
graduation have seriously contemplated 
leaving school and going back to work.
In the years before the recession, when 
tax revenues exceeded expenditures, in-
stead of  saving diligently or reducing 
taxes, the legislature instead added new 
responsibilities to state government. To-
day, lawmakers must 
decide how to roll 
back many of  these 
new promises.
Simply reducing 
what some call “waste-
ful” government 
spending won’t cut it. 
Sixty percent of  the 
$32.4 billion two-year 
state budget, making 
up mostly K-12 edu-
cation and Medicaid, 
which is required to 
be funded by the state 
constitution and the federal government, 
respectively. That leaves $5 billion that 
needs to be cut out of  the remaining 
$11.4 billion state budget. Higher educa-
tion will be targeted for these cuts.
Hopefully, the governor and legisla-
tors will pass a sustainable budget free of  
Band-aid fi xes (increased taxes on soda, 
candy, cigarettes, etc.) while maintaining 
what Washington’s constitution calls the 
“paramount duty” of  the state – educa-
tion. 
Worst case scenario 
After years of brutal cuts in state funding, yet 
another year of tuition increases is on the way
Freedom is 
not just a word, 
but an idea. 
A belief  that 
a person has the 
right to choose 
the path they 
want to take. A 
belief  that mil-
lions of  people 
have fought and 
died for over the 
centuries. 
We b s t e r ’ s 
dictionary defi nes 
freedom as “the qual-
ity or state of  being 
free as the absence of  
necessity, coercion, or 
constraint in choice or 
action; liberation from 
slavery or restraint or 
from the power of  an-
other.”
This concept is uni-
versal in nature. No 
matter where you go 
on this planet it always 
seems that, someone, somewhere is fi ght-
ing to be free. Some of  these people can 
be called rebels, patriots or even anar-
chists. One of  the purest forms of  free-
dom is anarchy. 
According to Emma Goldman, “Anar-
chism stands for the liberation of  the hu-
man mind from the dominion of  religion 
and liberation of  the human body from 
the coercion of  property; liberation from 
the shackles and restraint of  government. 
It stands for a social order based on the 
free grouping of  individuals…”
The right to be free is one of  the core 
principles that our country was founded 
on. We are taught from a young age that 
all people should be free and that free-
dom is essential to life. 
It seems as more time goes on and the 
more laws we make, the less free we be-
come. Society keeps telling other people 
how to live, because as a group we think 
that other people need to be like us. and 
create laws telling people whether or not 
they can take there 
own life or whether a 
woman can do what 
she wants with her 
body, or that this plant 
is legal and you can 
smoke it, but not that 
other plant. 
As a culture, we 
need to stop telling 
people how to live 
and just say, “Do what 
you want, as long as it 
doesn’t impact my life 
in a negative way, we are good.” At least 
that’s my opinion.
Maybe you believe different than I  do 
and that’s fi ne. I’m not trying to tell you 
should convert into an anarchist or put 
in a call to revolutionaries or that you 
should become a Republican. I just want 
you to be observant and ask yourself, 
“How free am I?”
At this point, I’ve 
lost any hope in the 
legislature to wake 
up and realize how 
essential higher edu-
cation is to a produc-
tive workforce and a 
strong economy.
“
“
BY GARRETT GAGE
Copy Desk
As a culture, we 
need to stop telling 
people how to live 
and just say, “Do what 
you want, as long as 
it doesn’t impact my 
life in a negative way, 
we are good.”
“
“
How free are you?
The meaning of freedom is different to everyone, 
but is important for all to consider and cherish
Probably 
in a dark alley 
somewhere. 
Across the 
tracks with its 
older friends, 
sucking down 
that sweet, 
sweet Four 
Loko-infused 
gasoline and 
making out 
with strang-
ers (I’m look-
ing at you, grey 1987 Toyota Camry). 
Apparently, now that the Food and 
Drug Administration has deemed that 
the caffeine added to alcoholic drinks 
makes it an “unsafe food additive,” some 
recycling facilities are reprocessing hun-
dreds of  truckloads of  these beverages to 
make ethanol (which can be made with 
just about anything containing sugar) for 
gasoline blends. 
No, the gas won’t technically get your 
car drunk... at all... SCIENCE! But it is 
an interesting concept, turning a bever-
age that looks, and tastes, like my fantasy 
crayon color “electric bile” into some-
thing that helps reduce our use of  fossil 
fuels. 
However small a drop in the gas tank, 
the rest of  the materials--alcohol, alu-
minum, water, packaging, and shipping 
pallets--will get recycled, too. It’s like it 
never happened... well, not really.
Four Loko is not the only such bev-
erage to be discontinued and distilled, 
but it was the only caffeinated alcoholic 
beverage to inspire a popular Halloween 
costume last year. 
And it’s been rumored to be the sub-
ject of  a future episode of  “South Park.”
Oh yeah, and... didn’t something hap-
pen in Rosyln, too? I’m not sure if  I read 
and listened to a thousand news stories 
and conversations and “funny” jokes 
about some party in Roslyn wherein a 
bunch of  young college students shot-
gunned cans of  Four Loko and got seri-
ously ill. 
I’m pretty sure I remember Washing-
ton state rejoicing in the fact that young 
adults will no longer be “wide-awake 
drunk” from drinking all that “blackout 
in a can” or “liquid cocaine” or “nuclear 
gatorade” or “Crack Juice” or “Satan’s 
Night Out Juice” or “Lost Innocence 
Malt” or whatever jive-talk parents over-
heard their kid saying once.
Now that there is no Four Loko (or 
its less famous cousins, like Joose and 
Sparks), there is no way anyone else ever 
will ever die or even go to a hospital from 
consuming too much alcohol in one 
night. It’s not like there is some sort of  
“decanter” in which one could combine 
the liquid of  say... an “energy drink” and 
then a “malt liquor”. Pure. Rocket. Sci-
ence. 
Ah, yes, yet another perfect example 
of  how swimmingly “abstinence only” 
tactics work on the youth of  today. 
I also seem to remember thinking how 
silly those little children were, but really 
it could have been any one of  us in that 
Safeway parking lot. We were all fresh 
once.
BY IRIS DIMMICK
Staff Reporter
It’s 3 a.m. Do you know 
where your car is?
The Four Loko saga is finally coming to end, but not 
in the stomachs of students, but in your gas tank
JOEY LEBEAU
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A
seamless integration of  
amateur and professional 
art work decorated the in-
teriors of  Ellensburg busi-
nesses as part of  the First Friday El-
lensburg Art Walk last week.
On the first Friday of  every 
month, businesses show they are 
participating in the art walk with 
an A-frame sign outside their door. 
They invite students, residents and 
other artists to come check out some 
of  the artists in the community and 
abroad. 
Edward Jones is one of  the local 
businesses participating in the event. 
It displayed a wide range of  pho-
tographs from the Ellensburg High 
School photography class. 
There were over 300 photos that 
were submitted to be shown at this 
location alone. Of  those 300, only 
60 were chosen to be displayed. 
Marylin Wilbanks, a piano teach-
er, found a special connection with 
a  photograph of  the Sydney Op-
era House by Chase Ellinger. See-
ing that photo brought back several 
memories of  her family vacation 
there not long ago. 
“It’s great to see what the kids are 
doing in school,” Wilbanks said.
Ellinger took another striking 
picture of  a young baby cougar 
whose head was visible through a 
snow covered bush that had lost its 
leaves for winter. 
“It’s cool to see a high school stu-
dent took [the photo],” said student 
Thomas Snedeker, age 7.   
Professional photographer Doug-
las MacArthur, was at Edward Jones 
admiring the student’s photos. He 
also participated in selecting the 300 
photos would be put on display.
“These are the up and coming 
photographers that will be replacing 
us when we retire,” MacArthur said.
Across the street from Edward 
Jones, the Clymer Museum featured 
professional artists who focused on 
oil and canvas painting rather than 
photos. Hita von Mende of  Vashon 
and Charles Fulcher of  Great Falls, 
Mont., were there proudly display-
ing their works.  
Von Mende’s paintings in this 
show were painted to a Western 
theme, so most of  her paintings were 
of  horses or country scenes. Each 
painting was warm and unique in 
its own way. Looking at each paint-
ing it was easy to find something ap-
pealing to any eye. 
Von Mende said she does not 
have a set time to complete each 
painting. 
“A painting that comes together 
in a day is a thrill,” Von Mende said. 
“But that does not happen often.” 
Charles Fulcher, another painter 
who had his works displayed at the 
Clymer Museum, mostly had paint-
ings of  farm animals, with an inter-
esting twist. Many were done with 
such precision that they looked real, 
but the color scheme was complete-
ly different from the animals’ tradi-
tional colors. 
Fulcher chose bright outlandish 
colors in his paintings that could put 
an HDTV to shame. Even though 
they are bright, they are aestheti-
cally pleasing.
The next art walk will be on Feb. 
4 from 5 – 8 p.m. 
More information and a list 
of  participating buisnesses can be 
found at http://www.ellensburgarts.
com/art_walk.html. 
Ellensburg 
businesses open 
their doors to 
Friday’s art walk
By Marc Tratar
RACHEL PARISH
The snow continues to fall but a small group of  dedicated skaters continue 
to shovel snow at the skate park in 
downtown Ellensburg. 
The teenage skaters take turns 
breaking ice and shoveling the 
snow into an “L” shape so they 
can use their favorite ramp and 
rail. They are used to skating 
inside at MOSAIK Skateboard 
Shop during the winter, but after 
watching skateboarding videos, 
the committed skaters are ready to 
go all out and brave the cold. 
Matt Watt and his friends 
watch their progress and agree 
to come back each day until the 
job is finished. They’ll alternate 
shoveling outside and skating 
inside at MOSAIK. 
“Most people think skaters are 
punks or drug users but that’s not 
the truth. We’re like a family and 
we all love skating,” Watt says.
His fellow skaters nod in 
agreement. 
“J helped to get this park for all 
of  us like 10 years ago, and we all 
know we need to get a new one, 
but still it’s good that we have one, 
Watt says. “It would be rad to have 
an all-concrete skate park.” 
Jason Clifton, or “J” to his 
friends, is manager of  MOSAIK 
in downtown Ellensburg. He still 
skates for the love of  it. 
“I do tricks now I never dreamed 
I could do. But the kids today are 
unbelievable,” Clifton says. “This 
one skater, Cory Kennedy from 
Lake Stevens, I’m not kidding, he’s 
one of  the three best skaters in the 
world. And he’s not even 20 yet.”
Clifton’s job at MOSAIK pays 
him what he needs and more. “I 
get to skate if  I want to. There’s 
no other job that compares with 
that,” he says. 
He has cuts and scars on his 
ankles and shins, still fresh from 
recent skating. “Yeah it hurts but 
it’s worth it, you know,” he says. 
“You spend hours trying to get a 
trick done and then when you nail 
it, that’s what skateboarding is all 
about.”
Clifton, who is 30, says his job 
at MOSAIK is part manager, part 
mentor and always friend.
 His longtime friend, Justin 
O’Rourke, hangs out at MOSAIK 
not because he’s a skater but 
because he likes the environment. 
“It’s a place where you can 
have conversations, you can talk 
about astronomy and geopolitics, 
you can talk about anything,” 
O’Rourke said.
Clifton encourages discussion 
by placing books on the windowsill 
that, to the untrained eye, would 
seem out of  place in a skate 
shop -- titles such as “The Third 
Chimpanzee,” “Guns, Germs, 
and Steel,” and “Collapse,” by 
Jared Diamond are placed beside 
the Bible, the Qur’an, and books 
on Buddhism. 
“I see myself  as a disseminator 
of  information,” Clifton says. 
“There’s no esoteric bookstore 
in Ellensburg so I try to pass on 
knowledge that was once common 
to ancient people but because of  
different reasons, we’ve gotten 
away from.” 
Skyler Locati works at Pizza 
Rita and hangs out at MOSAIK 
because he loves skating and all 
his close skating friends hang out 
there. 
“MOSAIK is like a coffee 
hangout for skaters,” Locati says. 
“And if  you skate and come down 
there, you make friends with 
everybody.”
Locati’s favorite skaters are 
Shane O’Neill and Brandon 
Westgate, but everyone agrees that 
Lake Stevens’ Cory Kennedy is a 
prodigy. 
“He’s turning pro this year 
when he releases his video, even 
though he’s better than a lot of  
pros already,” Locati says.
 The next day, back at the skate 
park, Watt and his crew put their 
backs into each hard shovel. 
“We all hang out at MOSAIK 
every day. It’s our way life!” Watt 
says laughing. 
It gets colder as the sunset 
approaches. Everyone prepares to 
leave. 
Watt hollers, “Hey come down 
to MOSAIK, we’ll see you there!”
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BY BEN CONNER
Staff Reporter
Kevin Hines stood along the rail of  the 
Golden Gate Bridge for 40 minutes, tears 
streaming down his face wile he contem-
plated ending his life. He had resolved to 
seek help if  someone were to talk to him 
and ask him what was wrong. When the 
only woman to approach him ignored his 
obvious distress and instead asked him to 
take her picture, Hines’ mind was made 
up. He took the woman’s picture and 
hurled himself  from the bridge, 245 feet 
into the San Francisco Bay. 
Somehow he survived and Hines now 
devotes his professional life to touring the 
country with long-term partner Dr. Dan 
Reidenberg. Together they educate au-
diences about the perils of  mismanaged 
mental health and the psychology behind 
suicide.
 Hines was scheduled to share his com-
pelling life story with the CWU commu-
nity Wednesday night. His life-affi rming 
message was complemented by Irish 
band Friends of  Emmet, who dedicate 
their album’s eponymous title track to 
Hines were scheduled to perform in the 
SURC Pit Wednesday at noon.
In his presentation, Hines traces his 
life from a hapless infancy and child-
hood to eventual adoption, then details 
his abandonment issues and onset of  his 
brain disease, bipolar disorder, which was 
diagnosed when he was 17.  Hines gives a 
valuable fi rst-hand account into a mental 
state that compels approximately 30,000 
people to kill themselves each year.
 “Just like every other organ in the 
body, your brain is an organ and it can 
get sick,” Hines said in a phone interview.
“I gave away [my prized CD collec-
tion] to someone I barely knew,” recalls 
Hines. 
When people are thinking about sui-
cide, “they’ll often say things like ‘I’m 
just not going to be here tomorrow’ or 
‘I hate this world.’” Often these threats 
can appear empty, especially when made 
consistently, but Hines emphasized how 
seriously we should take each and every 
comment.   
Hines’ voice is confi dent and humble, 
like a man who’s been broken and has 
rallied back triumphantly. He thought-
fully says “Sure” before answering most 
questions. In contrast to others on the col-
lege lecture circuit, he isn’t a showman, 
but rather a relatable person with an insa-
tiable desire to “enlighten and educate.” 
“No man or woman is an island,” 
Hines said in a phone interview. Every-
one needs someone, and “everyone in the 
world has the power to save a life.” 
 Hines doesn’t just have a message for 
those with mental health issues, or just 
for the depressed and suicidal. “This is a 
presentation aimed at every background 
possible,” he said. 
Friends of  Emmet is currently tour-
ing with Hines. They’re a four-piece 
Irish rock band who discovered Hines’ 
story through the HBO documentary 
on Hines, “The Bridge”. The band 
was moved by his story. They wrote a 
song, “Coming Apart” about the day 
of  Hines’ attempted suicide, mailed it to 
him, and struck up a lasting partnership. 
 “It tells the story of  hope, and more 
importantly, it says you can fi nd a sem-
blance of  peace in your life,” Hines said. 
Whether through personal anecdote 
or music, this tag-team is working to-
wards making the intense and confusing 
emotions associated with suicide intelli-
gible. 
Friends of  Emmet allow Hines’ expe-
rience to reverberate beautifully and co-
gently through the lyrics of  their song:
“As the morning light glows on the bay,
The greyhound bus leaves for the pier,
And the people you pass on the way,
Speak a language that isn’t so clear.
If  only somebody could see,if  only 
somebody would say,
There might be a chance for you here,
A chance for a life to be saved.”
For more information about Hines 
and the work he’s doing, be sure to check 
out www.kevinhinesstory.com. 
BY NINA KANARSKAYA
Staff Reporter
The sound of  two girls singing Chris-
tina Aguilera’s, “Genie in a Bottle,” could 
be heard coming from the dance fl oor as 
the bouncer checked the IDs, of  another 
wave of  college students walking in. 
A few couples swayed to the rhythm 
of  karaoke while others lined the walls 
watching and chatting. The dance fl oor 
is located in the back, with a wide-open 
fl oor for dancing, a stage for singing ka-
raoke and a DJ booth in the corner. The 
front room where most of  the crowd so-
cializes contains the pool table, bar and 
small tables lining the walls. 
Owner Ryan Kellogg calls the atmo-
sphere low-key and safe for girls because 
they have a tight rein on the rowdiness. 
With its opening on Dec. 27, Club 301 
is the newest addition to the Ellensburg 
bar scene.
“It’s different from other bars be-
cause of  its capacity; it’s the largest bar in 
town,” Kellogg said. “We wanted to mix 
the old with the new.”
Club 301 is at the former location of  
the Oak Rail Bar and Grill, which shut its 
doors in early November 2009. The clo-
sure was due to two issued violations for 
sale or service to an intoxicated person 
and within a two year span, the Oak Rail 
received over  20  noise violations. 301 is 
hoping to replace what the Oak Rail once 
was but without the violations.  
“We’ve cleaned it up. The bathrooms 
were outdated and the bar was not up to 
code. We’ve gone the whole nine yards,” 
Kellogg said. 
Kellogg hopes to attract the 21–35 age 
group with clean bathrooms, karaoke, a 
large dance fl oor, pool tables and a well-
stocked bar. 
“We wanted to try it out because we 
heard it had a dance fl oor,” said Chelsea 
Feroglia, senior fashion merchandising 
major. “The atmosphere feels cleaner and 
it’s nice having the dance fl oor separate.”
“I heard mixed reviews and I wanted 
to test it out and see for myself,” said Emi-
lyesteli Garza, junior fashion merchandis-
ing major. 
Garza, along with her group of  fash-
ion merchandising friends, agreed that 
they would come back to Club 301 be-
cause they liked how clean the bar was 
and the variety of  things they could do. 
“It’s gonna be the one-stop bar,” Fer-
oglia said.
Club 301
A new year brings a new bar to old Oak Rail location
THE NEW NIGHTIME HAUNT Club 301 opened 13 months after the Oak Rail closed for numerous alcohol-related violations. 
RACHEL PARISH
NO MAN OR WOMAN IS AN ISLAND  Hines presentation isn’t just for the 
depressed, but aimed every background possible.
COURTSEY OF KEVINHINESSTORY.COM
Suicide prevention speaker spreads tale of hope
Kevin Hines devotes his life to raising awareness about mental health issues
MOSAIK: A second home for Ellensburg skaters
MORE THAN A BOARD SHOP MOSAIK boardshop on 4th and Pine is one of three MOSAIK shops in Eastern Washington. The shop goes beyond offering boards, shoes, clothing, and accessories by giving the skaing community an area to congregate. 
PHOTOS COURTSEY OF MOSAIK BOARDSHOP
BY GIANCARLO GONZALEZ | Staff Reporter
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T H E  S C O O p
January 13
OPEN MIC NIGHT
SURC PIT
7 PM
FREE
January 13
HIP HOP NIGHT
RAW SPACE
9 PM
$5
January 14
BASSFACE
WEEKLY DJ NIGHT
GRANTʼS PIZZA
9 PM
FREE/$1 BEERS
January 15
WINTER BREWFEST
DOWNTOWN 
ELLENSBURG
12 PM
FREE TO ENTER
$25 TO TASTE
January 18
LION ROCK VISITING 
WRITERS SERIES: 
TOD MARSHALL
SURC THEATRE
7:30 PM
FREE
Pub Perusal: Where can I get a drink in this town?  
You might 
argue that 
there’s not 
much to do 
in Ellensburg 
aside from 
playing Call 
of  Duty or 
World of  War-
craft, when 
you‘re done 
with class for 
the week. Giv-
en it’s winter, I 
also choose to 
stay indoors occasionally. 
Not that I advocate getting super in-
toxicated, I don’t. But going out for a few 
drinks is all right in my book. If  you’re at 
least 21, got money to spend and you ac-
tually feel like going out to the bars, it’s 
not such a bad idea. Plus, I know most 
of  you need to get your dance on at least 
once a weekend. 
But when you’re out there doing your 
‘thang’ try not to over do it and puke in 
any establishments or get caught peeing 
in public on the walk home, which, by the 
way is one of  the most common violations 
in Ellensburg. There are defi nitely more 
embarrassing things to stand before a 
judge for, but come on, if  you’re peeing 
on a sidewalk in front of  the cops you de-
serve the humiliation.
Aside from the obvious risks and other 
stupid things you might do when you’ve 
had a little too much to drink, I know 
that most of  you like to frequent the El-
lensburg bars for whatever purpose. Be-
ing a smaller town, depending on where 
you come from, Ellensburg actually has 
quite a decent and lively drinking scene. 
Most places to drink in town are all closely 
located right in the middle of  downtown, 
except for a few.
Lucky for me, if  I’m feeling thirsty, the 
bars are only three to four blocks away: 
The Tav, The Starlight, Lily’s, The Fron-
tier, The Horseshoe, The Palace and now, 
Club 301. However my personal favorite 
place to get a beer in Ellensburg is not 
a bar at all. It’s the Iron Horse Brewery. 
The Iron Horse Micro Pub is also in close 
proximity to the bars. Although Iron 
Horse beer can be found at most bars in 
town, the selection is usually limited to 
two, maybe three, choices, but they are all 
undeniably delicious. Plus, nothing beats 
a growler of  Irish Death. And if  you don’t 
know what a growler is, or Irish Death, I 
can’t stress how much you’re missing out.
But I say all of  that to say this: Every 
weekend this quarter I am going to pick 
a different bar or drinking event and get 
my drink on. Whatever ensues will be dis-
closed in the following issue of  The Ob-
server. And I do this for you, my fellow 
students and drinkers. For whatever pur-
pose you choose to come out and play on 
the weekends, whether it be to grind up 
on some dudes, or girls, or both, pound 
some beers, shots, pee in the middle of  the 
street or pass out in a ditch on your way 
home (which is usually not planned but 
it happens sometimes), do it responsibly. 
And if  you spot me in a bar on the week-
end and identify me as the author of  this 
column, I will buy you a drink. But only 
for the fi rst person. 
This weekend, however, I will be 
spending noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday 
downtown at the 7th annual Winter-Hop 
Brew Fest sampling a variety of  Northwest 
microbrews from 20 breweries at multiple 
venues. It’s going to be like Christmas, ex-
cept all of  the presents will be beers. Good 
luck getting tickets. They’re only $25 but 
they’re sold out. If  you’ve got one, I’ll see 
you there. 
But until then, try and hold off  the 
booze at least until the weekend or when-
ever your homework is done. And please, 
I know some of  you will probably be hit-
ting the bottle pretty hard, so try and re-
member to be responsible or at least get 
someone to be responsible for you.
Vidya Voyage
Metroid: Other M Review
The latest 
installment in 
one of  Nin-
tendo’s fl ag-
ship franchises 
takes a dive 
into a plot af-
ter 20 years of  
environmental 
s t o r y t e l l i ng. 
Metroid Other 
M takes place 
in the unex-
plored time 
period after 
the series’ Super Metroid and before the 
chronologically last game, Metroid Fu-
sion. 
The game begins when hero Samus 
Aran wakes in a hospital after surviving 
Super Metroid’s climatic battle against 
Mother Brain and mourns the death of  
the infant Metroid saved her life. Later, 
she receives a distress signal from a re-
search vessel and upon landing, Aran 
fi nds her former CO, Adam Malkovich, 
joining his platoon in facing the threats 
on the ship. Under his command, they set 
out on a new adventure.
The plot is ok, but a part of  it is left 
hanging. The depth of  some of  the char-
acters, like Anthony Higgs, is good. How-
ever, Samus suffers with post-traumatic 
stress disorder throughout the whole 
game, culminating in the death of  one of  
her friends when she hesitates against an 
old nemesis. 
The gameplay is remarkable for any 
console I’ve played. New moves brought to 
the table from co-developers Team Ninja 
are a welcome addition. The sense move 
in particular makes the battles much easi-
er, although you will meet your demise at 
least once before beating the game. The 
only issue is with Adam’s authorizations 
of  power-ups. Samus has all her abilities, 
but decides to delegate the activation of  
said upgrades to her CO. 
While this works fi ne most of  the time, 
running though a lava-fi lled sector with 
her air conditioning turned off  was il-
logical and completely unneeded. While 
other elements seemed unpolished, they 
did turn out very well.
This game is very fun and at only 12 
hours long you will wish you had more 
of  it to play. The pre-rendered cutscenes 
are gorgeous but sometimes are lacking in 
dialogue, and the in-game graphics, while 
decent for the Wii, are hit or miss at times. 
The ending is disappointing as it leaves 
too many plot holes and you are cut out 
of  several would-be awesome levels. In 
particular, Sector Zero receives a mention 
as Samus is directed to infi ltrate it. This 
area, a replica of  the classic Metroid fi -
nal dungeon Tourian, is not explored in-
game, but rather Samus gets to the door, 
and does not enter. It’s really frustrating, 
but the player does get a couple of  nice 
fi nal boss battles  – just not against who 
the player would want it to be.
The post-credits endgame sequence is 
arguably the best part of  the game as Sa-
mus can use her arsenal unrestrained and 
concludes in traditional Metroid fashion: 
the escape sequence. The game takes all 
the traditional elements of  Metroid and 
adds some new twists. In gameplay, it suc-
ceeds, but the story leaves something to be 
desired. 
All in all, it’s a great game to buy as this 
reviewer has played it through fi ve times 
already. If  you’re on the fence, rent it. Ev-
eryone should fi nd something they like in 
the game despite its fl aws.
BY PETE LOS
Staff Reporter
BY C. BRYAN EATON
Staff Reporter
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ROLLER DERBY
If  not properly trained, it’s likely that 
the fresh meat will get substantial fishnet 
burn if  attempting a tomahawk stop dur-
ing a bout.
If  this sounds like strange cooking ad-
vice to you, you don’t know roller derby. 
The Rodeo City Rollergirls, a non-profit 
community league of  skaters, is hoping 
to change that.
Three times a week, the gym floors of  
Nicholson Pavilion and Ellensburg High 
School are exposed to a new kind of  con-
tact and the wheels and sweat of  more 
than 40 women, the derby girls.
Most of  these girls are considered 
“fresh meat” during a three-month pro-
bation period. Once trained, skaters can 
participate in scrimmages and “bouts,” 
derby speak for game or match.
A “fishnet-burn” occurs when flesh 
and fishnets meet the floor at top speeds, 
leaving distinct markings on the thighs, 
shins and knees of  those who fall victim. 
A “tomahawk stop” is a term for an ad-
vanced way for a skater to stop rolling 
which involves a 180 degree turn and use 
of  the skate’s toe break.
“We’re here to kick some ass,” said 
Lycy Hughes, a mental health counselor 
and one of  the more advanced skaters 
on the team. She laughed and glided 
towards the rink, indicated on the floor 
with small orange cones and a large, re-
movable red oval.
Over 80 girls attended the first infor-
mational meeting in October, and now 
with over 50 registered skaters, most of  
the girls have been practicing since. The 
Rodeo City Rollergirls plan on having 
a free exhibition bout in June and are 
working on a regular schedule of  intra-
league bouts after that. 
Patience is a virtue in roller derby. The 
girls need to be well trained before the 
bouts to avoid injury.
League President Ricki Towner, an 
Ellensburg native, and Vice President 
Seana Blake, CWU primatology major, 
immediately point to each other when 
assigning responsibility for starting the 
first roller derby league in Ellensburg.
Blake was first exposed to the roller 
derby culture in Portland. She was par-
ticipating in a cancer awareness walk 
when suddenly, “two girls fly by on roller 
skates,” Blake said. They were exhibit-
ing telltale signs of  a derby addiction: 
fishnets, hot shorts, tattoos, dyed hair, 
brightly colored socks and of  course, 
their maneuvering skills through the 
tight crowd on roller skates. 
“I saw that and I thought, ‘I don’t know 
who they are or what they are doing, but 
I want to be that,’” Blake said, who now 
has a bright section of  purple hair and 
wears fishnets to practice. Derby has 
been a hidden desire for her ever since. 
“I never would have said it out loud ... 
until Ricki did,” Blake said, laughing.
Laughing with her was Towner, who 
was introduced to the sport last May 
by a friend. She skates for the Seattle 
league, the Rat City Rollergirls, who 
were the subject of  a documentary 
titled “Blood on the Flat Track”. She 
immediately started consuming 
everything she could find on the 
internet about roller derby. 
“You get to dress sexy 
and knock girls down,” 
Towner said. “That’s 
fun!”
The Rodeo City Rollergirls make it 
clear that there is more to roller derby 
than mini skirts and hip checks. 
The 2009 movie, “Whip It” starring 
Ellen Page, contributed to the resurgence 
of  the sport but was not a part of  Town-
er’s research on the topic, she saw it after 
formulating her plan to skate. The rules 
for banked track, as shown in the movie, 
are quite different from the flat track 
rules that the Rodeo City Rollergirls use, 
Towner explained.
“But the sisterhood that is portrayed 
[in the movie] is totally accurate,” 
Towner said, “Your derby family be
comes your family.” The term “derby 
wife” is used to describe the sacred bond 
between skaters.
Skater Andrea Eklund, CWU fashion 
merchandising instructor, is happy to 
have a release from daily life and partici-
pate in physical activity.  
“It’s nice to have an outlet in Ellens-
burg for women. The environment is 
positive and encouraging,” Eklund said. 
Blake said most traditional women’s 
competitive sports have a tendency to 
take feminine sexuality away and empha-
size how much women can be like men. 
Instead, derby provides an environment 
for women “to do whatever makes you 
feel strong and powerful,” Blake said. 
“This [roller derby] is such a tight fit 
for non-trad students at Central,” said 
Blake, 37, who is returning to school af-
ter a two-year break. 
There is no mandate on what the girls 
wear, as long as they wear the required 
safety gear. When Towner started prac-
ticing, her outfit covered almost every 
inch of  her body, she said. At a recent 
practice, she wore a t-shirt, shorts and 
leggings. 
“I became more comfortable with my 
body,” Towner said. That feeling has 
transferred to her life off  skates and has 
made her less shy.
“At first, roller derby attracts the punk 
rocker, but most of  our members do not 
fit into that stereotype.” Towner said. 
She didn’t used to color her hair un-
natural colors, but has just recently dyed 
pieces red.
There are few generalizations that 
can be made of  the Rodeo City Roller 
girls. The girls come from a plethora 
of  backgrounds with different interests, 
ages, music tastes, body types and style 
choices. 
Some skaters are students, some pro-
fessionals, and some are self-proclaimed 
“soul searchers,” like Amber Allphin, a 
former dog-walker and one of  several 
girls who wants to skate, but hasn’t been 
able to afford skates yet. However, these 
girls still show up for practice and follow 
instructions from a workout DVD pro-
jected onto the gym wall. 
Meanwhile, the girls with all the re-
quired equipment—knee and elbow 
pads, wrist and mouth guards and a hel-
met—practice various techniques of  the 
game. 
One such technique is blocking, a criti-
cal skill to have because the object of  the 
game is to get a skater on your team, 
called the “jammer,” to pass as many 
skaters on the opposing team as possible. 
For fresh meat, being able to stop when 
you need to and fall correctly is key and 
safety is emphasized heavily during prac-
tices by both Towner and Blake. With all 
this fresh meat being flung around, in-
jury is unavoidable, they said.
“The most dangerous sport is actually 
cheerleading,” Towner said. While some 
injuries, most commonly to the knee, are 
to be expected. Towner explains that “if  
you train properly and be careful, it’s not 
too bad.”
The Rodeo City Rollergirls have a 
long list of  goals. The league’s board 
members are working on getting federal 
non-profit status. They would like to buy 
a regulation flat-track priced at around 
$20,000 and their ultimate goal is to join 
the Women’s Flat Track Association and 
play official inter-league bouts. 
Being able to simply maintain this 
league, with 53 registered skaters, is a 
large goal in itself. 
“It’s like trying to herd a tsunami,” 
Blake said.
With much of  the non-profit busi-
ness status paperwork and registra-
tion forms out of  the way, the skat-
ers are optimistic the league will 
continue well into the future.
“We’ve all done phenom-
enal things for each oth-
er,” Towner said.
Nora Duncan, CWU political science and journalism senior, practices blocking other skaters from passing her. There 
are typically three blockers in a “pack,” or playing team. Her derby name is “Stomper Texas Ranger.”
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The Central Washington 
men’s basketball team edged the 
Northwest Nazarene Crusaders 
last Saturday in an overtime vic-
tory with a score of  91-86.
The game was played at the 
Crusader’s Johnson Sports Cen-
ter, where the Wildcats made 
it their sixth straight win. The 
Wildcats’ record now stands at 
4-1 in the Great Northwest Ath-
letic Conference and 11-2 overall.
“We had a good first half,” 
said head coach Greg Sparling. 
“They went on a good run on us, 
but then showed our maturity in 
the end to pull the game out in 
overtime.” 
Senior guard Jamar Berry 
had a career day, scoring a ca-
reer high 31 points, becoming 
the first player to score over 30 
points for the Wildcats since 
January 2009. Berry was 9 of  18 
from the field, while shooting 6 
of  8 from three-point range. 
“I got in my zone for the first 
time all year, but I’m more ex-
cited about getting a win,” Berry 
said.
The game started with a battle 
between the two teams going 
point for point until the Wild-
cats were able to outscore the 
Crusaders towards the end of  
the first half, going into halftime 
with a score of  39-26.
The crusaders came out 
strong in the second half  shoot-
ing five three-pointers and going 
on a 25-8 run.
“We have got to limit team’s 
runs,” Sparling said.
 The Crusaders led the Wild-
cats for the majority of  the sec-
ond half  until Berry made six 
three-pointers late in the half  to 
gain a 76-74 lead for the Wild-
cats with 1:06 
left in regula-
tion.
“We had a 
great first half, 
we thought we 
would be able 
to make a state-
ment,” Berry 
said. “We came 
out sluggish in 
the second half.”
The Crusaders scored two free 
throws on a foul which brought 
the game to an even 76 points, 
forcing overtime.
Central came out aggres-
sive with Berry scoring another 
3-pointer. Central was able to 
outscore Northwest Nazarene in 
overtime 15-10, making the final 
score 91-86. 
“We were able to bounce back 
the way we needed to,” said ju-
nior forward Jody Johnson, who 
recorded a game-high eight re-
bounds while scoring 17 points 
off  the bench. 
The Central Washington Women’s bas-
ketball team continued their woeful start 
to the Great Northwest Athletic Confer-
ence (GNAC) schedule with a 76-71 loss 
in extra time on Thursday evening against 
the University of  Alaska Fairbanks (UAF).
The Wildcats overcame a 13-0 deficit 
at the beginning of  the game to force 
overtime, but could not prevent their 
third loss in a row. They remain defeated 
in the GNAC with a 5-6 record overall.
The win was a blessing for the Na-
nooks as it was their first win of  the sea-
son giving them a GNAC record of  1-3 
and an overall record of  1-10. The last 
Nanook victory prior to last week was 
all the way back in February when UAF 
beat Central 72-62.
After UAF had taken a 13-point lead, 
the Wildcats fought back with eight un-
answered points to reel the lead back five 
points trailing at the half  28-24.
Redshirt freshman guard Kelsi Jacob-
son led the Wildcats in scoring with a 
game high 14 points. Another freshman 
Deaira Gordon scored 13 points. The 
two freshman shot 50 percent from be-
yond the arc, their highest percentage 
mark since last season. 
Despite the good performance the end 
result was still a loss and Jacobson knows 
they have much to work on.
 “[We have to] come out with good at-
titude,” Jacobson said. “Improve on our 
plays both offensively and defensively.”
Her teammate Gordon agreed.
“We just need to work hard and keep 
working hard,” Gordon said. “Hopefully 
we will turn things around.”
Gordon, who led the team with 13 
points, attributed her scoring to her 
team’s hard work.
“I think we all just tried to work hard 
together and my shots went through,” 
Gordon said.
The other high contributors for the 
Wildcats were starting guards Nneka 
Payne and Luv Rattler with 12 and 10 
points respectively.
Leading scorers for the UAF were 
Caitlin Hamsley and Jessica Harrison 
who scored 17 points each, with Nicole 
Bozek adding 15 points and 10 rebounds.
Alaska shot 42.9 percent from the field 
while Central shot 34.2 percent.
After the loss to the Nanooks, the 
Wildcats stayed up north to face off  with 
number 12 ranked Alaska Anchorage. 
Central lost 68-45 to the Seawolves lead-
ing to their fourth straight loss falling to 
5-7 overall and 0-5 in GNAC play. 
After setting a school record with 39 
three-point attempts in the loss to the 
Nanooks, Central was only able to take 
37 shots in the entire game against An-
chorage. One area that Central did well 
was from the free throw line shooting 15-
19, good for a percentage of  78.9.
The only Wildcat to reach double fig-
ures was one of  the few returners. Junior 
guard/forward Sophie Russell who was 
able to score 12 against the tough Alas-
kan opponent. 
Central hosts another nationally 
ranked opponent tonight in 17th ranked 
Seattle Pacific University at Nicholson 
Pavillion. After that, Montana State Bill-
ings University will pay the Wildcats a 
visit on Saturday. Central will be looking 
for their first win in GNAC play.
Roller Derby
BY BRYCE HJALSETH
Sports Reporter
Jamar Berry pours 
in career high 31 
points in 91-86 
overtime victory
KEEP ON ROLLIN’  Senior guard Humberto Perez drives to basket against Quest University earlier 
in the season. Central sports a 11-2 overall record and currently sits in second place in conference play.
OVERTIME  
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Central falls to 12th-ranked Alaska Anchorage
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GNAC Women’s 
Basketball Standings
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SchoolCOLD STREAK  Sophomore center Stacy Albrecht scores a bucket in the paint. 
Central lost their fourth straight game last week against Alaska Anchorage. 
BY PETER MALATH
Sports Reporter
GNAC Men’s 
Basketball Standings
“We kind of  let up in the 
second half, allowing them to 
come back,” Johnson said.
Both senior center Chris 
Sprinkler and senior guard 
Drew Harris were able to put 
up double digit points, Sprin-
kler with 10 points and Harris 
with 12. 
The Wildcats will continue 
on the road for the next two 
weeks. Next Thursday CWU 
will face Seattle Pacific Uni-
versity at 7 p.m. The Falcons 
currently sit in sixth place 
with a 2-2 GNAC record, 
while Central sports a 4-1 re-
cord in conference play. 
The Falcons will be without 
top scoring SPU point guard 
Chris Banchero, who suffered 
a season ending knee injury 
last week. Banchero was av-
eraging 22.4 points per game 
this season in just over 30 
minutes per game for the Fal-
cons, before going down with 
the injury.
#1 Jamar 
Berry NINA KANARSKAYA
PATRICK CLARK
14 SPORTSTHE OBSERVER • JAN. 13 - 19, 2011
ALL STAR Senior linebacker Adam Bighill 
capped off his illustrious collegiate career 
with a D-II All Star game appearance.
Hawks’ historic playoff 
win draws parallels to 
‘95 Mariners magic
Since Saturday night, I don’t know 
how many times I’ve watched Marshawn 
Lynch’s 67-yard touchdown run. A hun-
dred maybe? A hundred-dozen maybe? 
All I know is that as soon as it happened, 
as soon as he performed that crotch 
grabbing back flip into the end zone, I 
knew it was special.
I, like many people, know about the 
magical 1995 Mariner season. But I, like 
most people my age, don’t remember it. 
We were too young to remember where 
we were or who we were with. We know 
the late Dave Neihaus’ call, but only be-
cause we’ve studied the tape religiously, 
not because we re-
member it like it was 
yesterday.
But when I was 
jumping up and 
down, screaming my 
head off  Saturday 
afternoon, I thought, 
“This is what it must 
have been like.”
Comparing the 
two teams – one a 
legend, almost mythi-
cal to some, the other 
the worst team to ever make the playoffs 
seems just wrong at first glance. When you 
really think about it, we could be in the 
middle of  something really special.
For much of  the 1995 season, the 
Mariners just weren’t a very good base-
ball team. In fact, when the team became 
those famous 13 games behind of  the 
California Angels, they had a record of  
43-46. Just like the Seahawks, they were 
under .500 with no one giving them a 
chance.
I equate the rest of  August and Sep-
tember for those Mariners to the last 
two Seahawk games. The M’s had to 
come back from a 13 game deficit. The 
Seahawks had to rely on CHARLIE 
WHITEHURST to thrust us into post-
season play. The next week they had to 
play the defending WORLD CHAMPI-
ONS. These last two weeks have been 
as impossible a feat in sports as I’ve ever 
seen, and we are witnessing it.
The Mariners division series opponent 
in the Yankees parallels with the New Or-
leans Saints in this analogy. Even though 
it was New York’s first post-season ap-
pearance in 13 years, they were still the 
New York Yankees. They still had Don 
Mattingly. They were still the Evil Em-
pire. It was still an impossible feat that no 
one gave the Mariners a chance. 
And finally the most famous part of  
Northwest sports history, “The Double” 
likens to one of  the greatest runs in NFL 
history. We might not have realized while 
we were watching it, but that’s what this 
is. Marshawn Lynch probably won’t have 
the lasting career in Seattle that Edgar 
had, but he’s definitely made his mark.
Basically, what I hope Seahawk fans 
take away from this is just appreciate 
it. Don’t whine about draft picks, don’t 
hate on them because they’re 7-9. The 
post-season is a privi-
lege, especially for us up 
here in South Alaska. 
With a very winnable 
game coming up this 
week in Chicago, there 
is a good chance that Se-
attle could host the NFC 
Championship game. 
With just two wins away 
from a Super Bowl, we 
have no reason to com-
plain. 
And if  we don’t win? 
Saturday’s game was worth it all. I finally 
remember what it’s like to cheer. Just like 
Jeff  Sullivan of  LookoutLanding.com 
said this week, just because the Mariners 
didn’t win the World Series doesn’t take 
anything away from Game 5. 
Just because the Seahawks don’t win in 
Chicago next week doesn’t take anything 
away from the biggest playoff  upset in 
NFL history. And just because we might 
not win a Super Bowl doesn’t take away 
that I just saw Marshawn Lynch deliver 
“The Double” of  my generation.
BY MATT CARSTENS
Asst. Sports Editor
Bighill named All-American, 
earns victory in Cactus Bowl
One of  the finest athletes that Central 
has ever produced, senior football star 
Adam Bighill wrapped up his four year 
career at Central last week in the D-II 
Cactus Bowl in Kingsville, Texas. Deco-
rated with accolades, Bighill capped off  
his lengthy list of  awards with an ap-
pearance in the All Star game. 
On Dec. 15, Bighill was named to 
the American Football Coaches Asso-
ciation (AFCA) Division II All-Ameri-
can Team. Bighill is the third Central 
player to be selected as an AFCA D-II 
All-American in the last three years. 
Bighill helped shut down the opposing 
offense, holding the Blue Devils All Star 
team to a mere six points, while his team 
earned a 28-6 victory last Friday. For the 
game he recorded 4 tackles, including 1 
solo and 3 assisted. 
In 2010, Bighill was the unques-
tioned leader on a defense that held 
opposing teams to 17.2 rushing yards 
over the last 5 games, while also posting 
back-to-back shutouts midway through 
the year. Bighill led Central in total 
tackles with 96, as well as posting 3.5 
sacks and even scoring 3 touchdowns 
on the season. 
The list of  accomplishments ac-
cumulated by the senior linebacker is 
both long and equally impressive, in-
cluding GNAC co-defensive player of  
the year and a unanimous selection for 
the 2010 all conference team. 
BY KEVIN PROCTOR
Sports Editor
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All I know is that as 
soon as it happened, as 
soon as he performed 
that crotch-grabbing back 
flip into the end zone, I 
knew it was special.
MATT CARSTENS
-On Marshawn Lynch’s 
historic 67-yard TD run
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This  talent  contest  is  open  to  all  current  CWU
students.  We  welcome  all  types  of  talent  acts,  from  the
amazing  to  the  extreme!  Acts  will  be  judged  on  
process,  go  to  www.cwuce.org/summer/rules.aspx.
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